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Where is Safe & Together? 
USA
• Alaska
• California
• Colorado
• Delaware
• District of 

Columbia
• Florida
• Iowa
• Maryland
• Michigan
• Minnesota
• Ohio
• Oregon
• Nebraska
• New Jersey
• New Mexico

UK
• Barnardos Scotland
• 16 Local Authorities 

across Scotland 
• Ministry of Defence
• Manchester 
• 2 London Boroughs

Canada
• Manitoba
• Ontario

Australia
• PATRICIA project
• Invisible Practices
• Queensland
• Western 

Australia
• Northern 

Territory
• Victoria
• South Australia
• New South Wales

Asia
• Hong Kong

• New York
• North Carolina
• South Carolina
• Tennessee
• Texas
• Virginia

Concrete solutions. Meaningful tools. Real change.

NORTH AMERICA EVENTS

NA CONFERENCE

May 6-8, 2020

Santa Fe, 

New Mexico 

The Drury Plaza Hotel

NA CORE TRAINING

Jun 9-12, 2020

Denver, Colorado

the Curtis Hotel

NA TRAIN THE TRAINER

Jan 13-17, 2020 
Denver, Colorado

the Curtis Hotel

Dec 7-11, 2020
Denver, Colorado 
the Curtis Hotel
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Safe & Together™ Model
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324,000 of women who experience DOMESTIC 
VIOLENCE each year are PREGNANT at the time

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE AND CHILDREN

Nearly 20% of children of all ages have 

been exposed to DOMESTIC VIOLENCE

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE has a measurable and substantial 

ASSOCIATION with caregiver and FAMILY FUNCTIONING, 

which in turn has a substantial ASSOCIATION with 

CHILD HEALTH & BEHAVIOR

17.9%

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE is a leading cause of 

HOMELESSNESS for WOMEN  & CHILDREN

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE AND CHILD WELFARE

RATES of recent DOMESTIC VIOLENCE incidents
disclosed by PARENTS were more than DOUBLE what 
CHILD WELFARE WORKERS identified

National Survey for Child & Adolescent Well Being Data 2013

As many as 2 in 3 CHILD FATALITIES or critical 
incidents have DOMESTIC VIOLENCE as a factor
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Cross Cutting Themes & Terms
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Safe & Together Principles
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What are the negative effects of 

domestic violence perpetrator’s behavior

pattern* on and family functioning? 

*Coercive control and actions taken

to harm the child
(1st, 2nd and 4th critical components)

Negative Effects on Child

V102019 © Copyright 2019 Safe & Together Institute. All rights reserved. Do not reproduce without permission. 7



© Copyright 2019 Safe & Together Institute. All rights reserved. Do not reproduce without permission. | SafeandtTogetherInstitute.com | @SafeandTogether









A Perpetrator Pattern Approach
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Multiple Pathways to Harm
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Strengths Based Approach
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Moving to a More Comprehensive Strengths Lens
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Holistic Assessment of Survivors’ Strengths
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DOMESTIC   VIOLENCE-INFORMED   CONTINUUM   OF PRACTICE 

PRIMARILY DEFINED BY… 

WHAT IT SOUNDS LIKE… 

POTENTIAL OUTCOMES… 

Domestic 

Violence 

Destructive 

Domestic 

Neglectful 

Domestic 

Violence 

Pre-Competent 

Domestic 

Violence 

Competent 

Domestic 

Proficient 
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APROACH TO ADULT SURVIVOR EXAMPLES… 

‑

APPROACH TO PERPETRATOR EXAMPLES… 

APPROACH TO CHILDREN EXAMPLES… 

APPROACH TO INTERSECTIONS & INTERSECTIONALITIES EXAMPLES… 

APPROACH TO INTER-SYSTEM COLLABORATION EXAMPLES… 

‑
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PERPETRATOR PATTERN V. DOMESTIC VIOLENCE DESTRUCTIVE 

DOCUMENTATION EXERCISE (CHILI VIDEO) 
The following are two examples of documentation. Read both and answer the discussion questions below. 

VERSION 1 

Mother has history of domestic violence relationships including the father of her youngest children. 

She has a trauma history and substance abuse relapses. The most recent referral was because her 

current boyfriend (father of the youngest child) assaulted her in front of the children, giving her a 

black eye.  After he was arrested, she went to the police, denied the violence and tried to bail him 

out.  She insists she wants to maintain the relationship even though interviews with the older 

children indicate they are scared of him and the youngest was in danger of being physically harmed 

during the last incident. In preparation for the Family Team Meeting, father’s parents have stepped 

forward and want to be considered as a placement resource for the youngest child.   

VERSION 2 

Father has a pattern of negatively impacting family functioning through physical violence directed 

against mother in the presence of the children.  This physical violence (including the most recent 

arrest when he punched her in the head three times, giving her headaches for three days and a 

black eye; threw her down on the ground and kicked her in the stomach) has led to multiple moves 

of the children, disrupting their academic attendance (oldest child has missed 22 days of school this 

year because of family disruptions related to his father’s violence). Father is also regularly verbally 

abusive to the mother and the older two children (not his children).  The oldest child steps in to 

defend his mother verbally and once physically. The older two children express that they are afraid 

that he will hurt their mother when he gets angry. They indicated he has never physically hurt or 

disciplined them.  The family is less financially stable than one year ago because both parents have 

lost their jobs because of father’s violence and arrests.  Mother was kicked out of her substance 

abuse program 3 months ago when father threatened another client (male) in the parking lot. Since 

then she has relapsed. Now she is three weeks sober. In the past he has taken their child to his 

parent’s house and not returned for weeks at a time, saying “he’s never going to let her see her son 

ever again.” His parents, when interviewed, expressed no concerns about his violence but only 

concerns about her substance abuse.  

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS  

1. What is different between Version 1 and Version 2? 

2. Which of the two versions is better and why? 
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3. Discuss the kinds of case plans each of the two versions would lead to? Which do you think will be more

successful and why?

4. Given that the definition of domestic violence destructive practice is practice that can increase danger to 

the family and/or push them further away from services, discuss what about Version 1 might lead to 

domestic violence destructive practice?

PRACTICE 

After watching the “Chili Video,” in the boxes provided and using the above examples as guide, write up the “Chili 

Video” from two perspective: domestic violence destructive and perpetrator pattern-based. 

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE DESTRUCTIVE 

PERPETRATOR PATTERN-BASED APPROACH 
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DISCUSSION 

1. What did you learn about your practice from this activity? 

2. What’s one thing you would change about your practice based on this activity?  
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Overview and Evaluation Data Briefing 

The Safe & Together™ Model is an internationally 
recognized suite of tools and interventions 
designed to help child welfare and their partners 
become domestic violence-informed. 

Continuously refined based on years of experience implementing 
the Model across the United States and other countries, the Model 
can help improve competencies and cross system collaboration 
related to the intersection of domestic violence and child 
maltreatment. This child-centered Model derives its name from 
the concept that children are best served when we can work 
toward keeping them safe and together with the non-offending 
parent (the adult domestic violence survivor). The Model provides 
a framework for partnering with domestic violence survivors and 
intervening with domestic violence perpetrators in order to 
enhance the safety and well-being of children. 

The Safe & Together™ Model, which was developed by the Safe & Together Institute, has been 
implemented at the statewide level in a number of different states including Colorado, Florida, 
Oregon, Michigan, Iowa, Connecticut, New York, New Jersey, Wisconsin, Ohio and the District of 
Columbia. In the last few years, the Safe & Together Institute worked extensively with child welfare 
and children’s services in the United Kingdom. In Australia, the Safe & Together Institute staff 

What’s new with  
Safe & Together Institute? 

• More comprehensive

and clearer approach to 
articulating the connection
between perpetrator’s
pattern and child

and family functioning

• Greater emphasis on

“multiple pathways to harm”

• Improved, shorter

mapping tools

• More emphasis on how a

gender responsive approach
can counter cultural biases

• Updated 4 Day CORE Training

Curriculum

• National Safe & Together

Advocacy Institutes

• Refined organizational

assessment process

• Application of learnings

from global implement- 
tation enhancing

 Model development

• Increased integration with 

the Continuum of Domestic 
Violence-Informed Practice

• Online courses
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consulted with elected officials, and provided training and technical assistance to child welfare and 
their community partner. The Safe & Together Model case reading process was a central part of an 
Australian review of child welfare domestic violence practice.  

Safe & Together™ Model Suite of Tools and Interventions are designed to help child welfare systems 
become domestic violence-informed. From organizational assessment to Safe & Together Certified 
Trainers and Advocates to technical assistance, the menu of options supports sustainability and 
integration with local initiatives, statutes and resources. Certificates recognizing learning and 
certification in the Model is becoming a more regular part of our packages.  

Integration with Differential Response 
and Other Initiatives 
The Safe & Together Institute has an established track record of 
adapting the Safe & Together Model to the local context and 
integrating it with other initiatives such as Differential Response 
and Father Engagement.  We are very familiar with the 
predominant safety and risk methodologies including Safety 
Organized Practice (Children’s Research Center) and the Safety 
Interventions (Action for Child Protection). We’ve worked closely 
with both child welfare and domestic violence advocates in Florida 
to integrate Safe & Together with the Florida Safety Decision-
making Methodology (developed in conjunction with Action for 
Child Protection).  In both Queensland Australia and Texas, we’ve 
collaborated with Children’s Research Center to integrate Safe & 
Together Model perspectives into Practice Model. In Michigan, we 
are working closely with the state to ensure that Safe & Together 
Model training supports their MiTEAM Practice Model.  

Collaboration with Domestic Violence 
Advocates and Other Providers 
It is difficult to imagine moving towards a domestic violence-informed child welfare system 
without greater collaboration with domestic violence advocates. The 2010 CAPTA (US) 
reauthorization recognizes this through its focus on domestic violence in its funding priorities.  the 
Safe & Together Institute has worked closely with advocates around the country and abroad.  We 
believe that their participation in system change is critical. Our recommendations in this area have 
included inviting domestic violence advocates to participate in training as participants to 
specialized training to support the co-location of advocates in child welfare offices. Since 2014, we 
have conducted three six months long Safe & Together Model Advocacy Institutes. These Institutes 
help domestic violence advocates learn how to apply the critical components and principles of the 
Model to their advocacy with child welfare, and child welfare-involved clients.  

What Advocates have 
said about the  
Advocacy Institute 

“This Monday I was so pumped 
and ready to make a difference, 
that I purposely walked around 

the CPIS building following up 
on the referrals I had received.” 

“Immediately, I started using 
the program by focusing on my 
participant’s strengths and 

creating a safety plan around 
their strengths.” 

“Since attending the training, 
my conversations with survivors 
have changed drastically and 
have definitely improved my 
advocacy skills.” 
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Evidence 
The Safe & Together™ Model continues to amass a growing body of data to support its positive 
impact on practice and outcomes for families. 

Florida 

The Safe & Together Institute has been 
collaborating with both the Florida Coalition for 
Domestic Violence (FCADV) and the Florida 
Department of Children and Families for the past 
seven years. In the last few years, much of this 
work has focused on supporting FCADV funded 
co-located domestic violence advocates as part 
of their CPI Project.   These advocates work 
closely with local DCF staff to provide expert 
consultation and assistance on domestic 

violence cases. the Safe & Together Institute role in supporting these collaborations involves 
training co-located advocates, the local DCF staff, Children’s Legal Services and others in the Safe 
& Together Model.  The training is supported with technical assistance and follow-up support and 
coaching for advocates and CPS staff. 

Recently the CPI/Safe & Together project site in Northwest Florida reported strong results from this 
approach. From January 2012 through June 2012, domestic violence related removals represented 
20.6% of removals in Bay and Gulf Counties. This was the first six months of the project when co-
located advocates were hired and the staff was receiving Safe & Together Model training. During 
the next six months, from July 2012 to December 2012, the removal rate dropped to 13.6%.  For 
the most recent six-month period, January 2013 to June 2013, the removal rate dropped even more 
to 9.1%. 

From July 2011 to June 2012 (which includes the 
benchmark period of Jan to June 2012), there were 
172 verified domestic violence specific 
maltreatments (Family Violence Threatens Child or 
FVTC).  11 children in those cases had repeat 
maltreatments, which mean there were two 
separate verified reports for FVTC. These children 
represent five families/five reports of repeat 
maltreatment.  From July 2012 to June 2013, there 

were 274 verified maltreatments of FVTC. This represents 6 children from four families/four reports 
of repeat maltreatments. 

While this data is only correlative and data collection needs to continue, the increase in verified 
domestic violence maltreatments (by almost 60%) combined with a serious decrease in removals 
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(over 50%) and a stable raw number of repeat maltreatments is exactly the kind of results we expect 
to come from improved child welfare practice and community collaboration in domestic violence 
cases where children are involved. 

Local project staff believe these 
changes are a direct result of this project 
including the staffing of co-located 
advocates, implementation of the Safe & 
Together Model, and enhanced system 
collaboration between partners such as: 
FCADV, DCF, the Salvation Army 
Domestic Violence and Rape Crisis 
Program, the Bay County Sheriff's Office, 
and the State Attorney's Office. 

This data tracks similar data supplied by the Florida Department of Children and Families for the 
period when the Safe & Together Model was implemented in the Jacksonville area. While not a 
formal CPI site, this training involved DCF staff, local domestic violence advocacy center staff, 
Children’s Legal Services and community partners. Over almost a three-year period, similar  
efforts in Florida DCF Circuit 4 produced an approximately 70% drop of neglect filings in domestic 
violence cases and an approximately 50% reduction in removals of children in domestic  
violence cases. 

Ohio 

In Ohio, the National Center for Adoption Law and Policy (NCALP), the Healthpath Foundation of 
Ohio and ODJFS  collaborated to conduct  a third party evaluation of the Safe & Together Model 
trainings in Ohio including the certified trainer Model being used to extend Safe & Together 
training to all 88 Ohio counties. The evaluators, Sheri Chaney Jones and Kenneth Steinman, 

organized the evaluation around “5 data 
collection activities: (1) an online pre/posttest 
survey of 837 CPS caseworkers and supervisors; (2) 
semi-structured interviews with 16 supervisors; (3) 
semi-structured interviews with 8 community 
stakeholders; (4) desk reviews of 191 CPS case 
files; and (5) review of written policies from 15 
counties that had completed Safe & Together 
training.” They collected data from 12 of the 
counties trained during 2013, as well as 12 Ohio 
counties that had participated in Safe & Together 
training during previous years, and 7 local CPS 

from AR counties that had not yet participated in the training.  

CIRCUIT 4 DOMESTIC VIOLENCE JUDICIAL ACTION/OUT OF 
HOME PLACEMENT: OCTOBER 2007-JULY 2010	
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The evaluation showed very positive results demonstrated important, clear and positive 
movement towards a more domestic violence-informed child welfare system. Consistent with the 
Safe & Together Model, there were changes in child welfare’s practice associated with the entire 
family (adult survivor, child survivor and perpetrator). The results not only demonstrate significant 
attitude changes (less victim blaming) towards adult domestic violence survivors, but strong 
changes in on-the-ground case practice. The desk reviews, interviews and surveys indicated that 
key child welfare practices such as screening and assessment for coercive control were improved. 
As a result of the training, child welfare became better at partnering with adult victims in order to 
assess victims’ protective capacities and efforts to keep children safe. Because the movement 
toward a domestic violence informed child welfare system requires enhancements in practice 
related to perpetrators, we were especially pleased with the changes related to case work with 
perpetrators. Social work staff reported that engagement and interviewing of perpetrators had 
become more valued. From a practice perspective, perhaps most importantly, the evaluation 
showed that the participants trained in Safe & Together were able to better assess and document 
the impact of perpetrators’ patterns of behavior on children.  

Connecticut  

From 2006 till 2013, the Connecticut Department of Children and Families used external 
consultants trained in the Safe & Together Model to help them identify, asses, and intervene 
effectively in cases involving domestic violence. Placed in every child welfare office, these 
consultants were highly utilized, becoming involved in over 15,000 unique cases a year.  

Beyond the consultants, the Department offered specialized Safe & Together Model training to 
supervisors.  These supervisors were surveyed months after the training to determine the impact 
the training had on their practice. Training was provided at six area offices and the Training 
Academy, resulting in 88 supervisors trained. Out of those 88 supervisors, 41% responded to the 
survey. Over a third of those surveyed had been in the training longer than six months earlier.  66% 
of the respondents identified specific positive changes in their supervisory practice. 62% indicated 
positive change in their workers’ practice as a result of the training. 50% of the respondents 
indicated positive changes in outcomes for families. 69% of the respondents indicated continued 
positive or improved utilization of the Domestic Violence Consultants. There is also data on the 
Model’s implication for cross system collaboration and supervisory practice.   

Colorado 

Funded by the Colorado Department of Human Services, the Safe & Together Institute delivered a 
series of three day Safe & Together Model trainings for a diverse audience that included large 
numbers of child welfare staff and domestic violence advocates.  Of the 125 people who responded 
to a survey a few months after the survey, the response was consistent the Connecticut data survey 
data. 89% rated their experience of the training positive, very positive or excellent. 82% said that 
the training impacted their practice. 93% said they would recommend the training to a colleague. 
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The Safe & Together™ Model as a method of creating 
domestic violence-informed child welfare systems  
The Safe & Together™ Model Suite of Tools and Interventions is a perpetrator pattern-based, child-
centered, survivor strengths approach to working with domestic violence. Developed originally for 
child welfare systems, it has policy and practice implications for a variety of professionals and 
systems including domestic violence advocates, family service providers, courts, evaluators, 
domestic violence community collaboratives and others. The behavioral focus of the Model 
highlights the ‘how’ of the work, offering practical and concrete changes in practice. The Model has 
a growing body of evidence associated with it including recent correlations with a reduction in out-
of-home placements in child welfare domestic violence cases. 

The Safe & Together Model suite of tools and interventions shares some 
key characteristics.  

Perpetrator pattern-based, 
child-centered, survivor 
strengths approach to 
domestic violence 

The Model is specifically designed to 
focus on promoting the best interest of 
children including safety, permanency 
and wellbeing, and in this way is 
designed with the mission of child 
welfare systems in mind. Using the 
foundation of strong nexus and high 
standards, the Model’s use of a perpetrator pattern creates a whole family approach that 
guarantees a more comprehensive assessment of risk, safety and protective factors and increases 
the effectiveness of the system in engaging men to become better fathers. As it relates to domestic 
violence survivors, the Model keys assessment and partnership specifically to the safety and 
wellbeing of children. Instead of a focus on generic strengths, the Model directs the system to 
articulate the specific actions the adult survivor has taken to promote the safety and wellbeing of 
the children.  

Fact based 

The Model's fact-based approach is intimately connected with the strong nexus perspective. 
Identifying the nexus between the domestic violence and the children is really a question about 
the nexus between the domestic violence perpetrator’s behavior and the impact on children’s 
safety and well being. This emphasis on the ‘facts’ of the perpetrator’s pattern has a number of 
benefits for policy and practice: 
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• Behavioral focus: The Model uses behaviors as the focal point for assessment and 
intervention. By mapping the behaviors of both the perpetrator and the survivor, 
practitioners have a starting point for all their work with the family. Working in parallel 
process, we also focus on the behavior of the practitioner and the system by exploring the 
‘how’ not just the ‘what’. Moving the conversation from “Did you screen for domestic 

violence?” to “How	did you screen for domestic violence?” becomes the starting point for 
practice transformation. 

• Gender/sexual orientation neutral: With its clear focus on patterns of coercive control 
and actions taken to harm the children, the Model offers a clear and powerful assessment 
methodology that focuses on behaviors that are harmful to children versus gender. This 
fact-based, behavior-pattern approach helps workers sort out the risk and safety issues for 
children when more than one caregiver is arrested or has been violent. The Model provides 
the same clear and powerful lens in cases involving same-sex couples. 

• Leads to case plans with measurable 
goals: From clear behavioral assessment 
of the perpetrator’s pattern and the 
adult survivor’s protective capacities, the 
Model encourages case planning that 
focuses on what each parent has 
responsibility for and can change to 
determine a behaviorally defined case 
plan. Services, when necessary, are then 
identified to support the achievement of 
those behavior-change goals.  

Gender responsive 

As written above, the Model rests on the analysis of the child welfare system being highly 
gendered. This language and approach dovetail nicely with other policy efforts to improve the 
response of systems to fathers in general by providing a framework that allows for an assessment 
of fathers’ overall involvement as positive and negative. It also supports consistent with efforts by 
the system to be better allies to adult domestic violence survivor by offering a fact-based 
assessment framework for a mother’s strengths around safety, healing from trauma, stability and 
nurturance.  

Strengths based 

A clear analysis of the system’s issues and the source of risk to families from domestic violence 
makes it easier to focus on the strengths of the practitioner, particularly the child welfare worker, 
and also those of the domestic violence survivor, as key to successful interventions and outcomes. 
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Integrative and interdisciplinary  
Using domestic violence perpetrator behavior as the organizing framework, our Model is inclusive 
of safety and trauma issues for the practitioner and family members. It ensures that safety issues 
can be managed in an individualized manner consistent with each perpetrator’s pattern of 
behavior, and that as systems become more trauma informed, that safety will continue to be 
addressed. The articulation of the perpetrator’s pattern as the source of the concern for child safety 
and wellbeing allows for direct, non-blaming conversations with the adult survivor about the 
things she has control over including her own substance abuse issues. The Model’s assumptions, 
principles and critical components provide a framework for working in multi-disciplinary settings 
and information sharing.  

‘Beyond services’ 

In the United States the child welfare system and many other services have become the sine qua 
non of child welfare intervention. Driven by the common interpretation of ‘reasonable efforts’ as 
offering the family services to address its issues, child welfare equates interventions with a referral 
to and completion of services. With the advancement of differential responses in many US 
jurisdictions, child welfare is recognizing that one type of intervention does not work for every 
family. With its strong nexus and ‘high standards for fathers’ foundation, the Model allows for 
approaches to adult survivors, children and 
perpetrators from a ‘beyond services’ 
perspective. The ‘beyond services’ quality of 
the Model has multiple aspects: 

• Often case planning occurs at the 
level of the identification of issues, for 
example, substance abuse, which 
then triggers a referral. Often the 
assessment of the issue and 
associated documentation is not 
more detailed. Because of the 
complexity and danger associated 
with domestic violence as an issue impacting child safety and wellbeing, this approach is 
not adequate. In the Safe & Together Model, the quality of the intervention with the family 
starts with mapping the perpetrator’s pattern of behavior. The ability to map the 
perpetrator’s pattern, using a framework of strong nexus and high standards, goes deeper 
than “The family has a history of domestic violence”. 

• The understanding of that perpetrator’s particular behavior patterns provides a framework 
for a broad understanding of intervention and accountability that goes beyond a referral to 
treatment. This means that ‘reasonable efforts’ to maintain children in the home include 
communication and coordination with criminal court and/or adult probation. It may mean 
setting specific expectations for supporting children’s therapy, paying bills for children’s 
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basic needs or other specific behavioral expectations. It also means that the work of the 
social worker doesn’t stop with the referral to services but includes meaningful 
communication with the service provider including sharing information regarding the 
perpetrator’s patterns and case plan goals and independent assessment of change.  

• For adult survivors, the ‘beyond services’ aspect of the Model respects the fact that some 
domestic violence survivors are not ‘broken’, meaning that as victims of abusive behavior 
they may not have any pathologies of their own. And parallel to the pathway with 
perpetrators, good work with survivors is not led by the services but is driven by a good 
assessment of protective capacity. 

• Finally, children, when the parents are addressed appropriately, may not need services at 
all. The strong nexus approach also helps determine the level of impact experienced by 
individual children. Because impact varies widely based on a number of factors, the 
approach encourages individualized assessment of impact.  

‘Removal is an option of last resort’ approach 

The Model respects that there are situations where the domestic violence perpetrator is so 
dangerous or has done so much harm to the children, the adult survivor has done everything a 
‘reasonable person’ can do promote their safety and wellbeing and outside systems have made 
every effort to intervene with the perpetrator – that removal might be the decision that’s in the 
child’s best interest, at least in the short term. 

 

Contact Us 

Safe & Together Institute  
1-860-319-0966 (USA) 

Follow Us 

 



INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY & SHARING  | SAFE & TOGETHER INSTITUTE

1
WWW.SAFEANDTOGETHERINSTITUTE.COM

Intellectual Property and the Sharing of the 
Safe & Together™ Model
Concepts and Materials

At the Safe & Together Institute (S&TI), we value the passion and enthusiasm that drives practitioners to 
share best practice and raise awareness of the Safe & Together™ Model.  Managing the intellectual property 
associated with the Model is critical to sustaining our organisation and its role in supporting practice and 
systems change.  

We are deeply committed to our mission:  creating and sustaining a network of domestic abuse-informed 
communities, systems and practitioners.  We want nothing less than the global transformation of practice 
in domestic violence cases involving children.  There are no shortcuts to deliver the goal of shifting practice 
from a “failure to protect” to a perpetrator pattern-based approach.  To support the achievement of this 
paradigm shift, we are constantly seeking multiple ways to promote change.  We want to highlight different 
ways that dissemination of learning can be achieved whilst 

a) maintaining the fidelity and quality of the model
b) promoting broad, open   sharing of ideas and concepts associated  with domestic abuse-informed
practice and
c) maintaining clear usage boundaries.
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No cost options to disseminate learning about S&T - open to anyone  

The following options have been developed by the S&T Institute specifically to support wider dissemination 
of learning at no cost: 

Access to FREE materials on the Safe & Together Institute website:
• Videos
• Testimonials
• Core training data
• Data on the Model, including:

• Melbourne multi-agency triage project
• Edinburgh Implementation Report
• Overview and evaluation data briefing - Florida, Ohio, Connecticut and Colorado
• Survivors who are Parent Partners reflect on the Model

• S&T in action, including:
• Connecticut Judicial Guidebook
• Ohio Supreme Court Benchcard
• New York Colocated Advocates
• Oregon, Colorado and Florida Child Welfare and Integration Guides

• Articles and chapters by David Mandel
• Reports from the S&T Institute and their partners
• Outreach and awareness materials
• Domestic violence-informed blogs
• Access to FREE videos on the S&T Institute YouTube Channel

Articles & Papers (partial list)

There are many websites, articles and papers which reference S&T and its use in practice.  The following is a 
partial list of those articles. Visit our website as we update this list periodically. 

The City of Edinburgh Council.  (2017):  Safe and Together Edinburgh:  Implementation Report  The City of 
Edinburgh Council.

Brittany DiBella, MSW, DVS; Judy L. Postmus, Ph.D., ACSW; Cassandra Simmel, MSW, Ph.D.; Catherine 
Buttner, MSW; Caitlin Eckert, MSW, LSW. (2016). An Overview of Systems Collaboration Efforts to Address the 
Co-occurrence of Domestic Violence and Child Maltreatment. Retrieved from Rutgers School of Social Work 
website: https://socialwork.rutgers.edu/file/2832/download

Heward-Belle, S., Humphreys C., Toivonen, C.  & Tsantefski, M. (2019). Invisible Practices: Interventions With Men 
Who Use Violence and Control. Affilia: Journal of Women and Social Work, 34(3), 369–382.

Humphreys, C., & Healey, L. (2017). PAThways and Research Into Collaborative Inter-Agency practice: 
Collaborative work across the child protection and specialist domestic and family violence interface: Final report. 
Sydney: ANROWS.

https://safeandtogetherinstitute.com/videos/
https://safeandtogetherinstitute.com/evidence-resources/testimonials/
https://safeandtogetherinstitute.com/evidence-resources/effectiveness-of-the-model/core-training-data/
https://safeandtogetherinstitute.com/evidence-resources/effectiveness-of-the-model/data-on-the-model/
https://safeandtogetherinstitute.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/06/MAT-Final-Report_6Feb_2018-2.pdf
https://safeandtogetherinstitute.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/05/Safe_and_Together_Edinburgh_Implementation_Report-2017.pdf
https://safeandtogetherinstitute.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/04/OverviewEvalDataBriefing_A4_r3.pdf
https://safeandtogetherinstitute.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/11/Iowa-ST-PP-Assessment3.pdf
https://safeandtogetherinstitute.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/04/CT_JUDICIAL-GUIDE-BOOK_Domestic_Violence_Guidebook.pdf
https://safeandtogetherinstitute.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/OHIO_SUPREME-COURT_BENCH-CARD-FINAL_2016.pdf
https://safeandtogetherinstitute.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/NY_Prevention_Of_DV_winter2013_bulletin.pdf
https://safeandtogetherinstitute.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/2016-OR-DHS-DV-6-Domains-FINAL.docx
https://safeandtogetherinstitute.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/Colorado-DV-CPS-Practice-Guide-4.14.13.pdf
https://safeandtogetherinstitute.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/Guide-for-Integrating-SATM_CPIProject-FlaSafetyMethod.pdf
https://safeandtogetherinstitute.com/evidence-resources/articles-chapters-david-mandel/
https://safeandtogetherinstitute.com/evidence-resources/reports/
https://safeandtogetherinstitute.com/evidence-resources/outreach-awareness-materials/
https://safeandtogetherinstitute.com/blog/
https://www.youtube.com/user/SafeandTogetherModel
https://safeandtogetherinstitute.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/05/Safe_and_Together_Edinburgh_Implementation_Report-2017.pdf
https://safeandtogetherinstitute.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/05/Safe_and_Together_Edinburgh_Implementation_Report-2017.pdf
https://socialwork.rutgers.edu/file/2832/download
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Healey, L., Humphreys, C. & Mandel, D.  (2018): Case Reading as a Practice and Training Intervention in Domestic 
Violence and Child Protection, Australian Social Work, DOI: 10.1080/0312407X.2017.1413666

Healey, L., Humphreys, C., Tsantefski, M., Heward-Belle, S., Mandel, D., & Australia’s National Research 
Organisation for Women’s Safety Limited. (2018). Invisible practices intervention with fathers who use violence. 
Retrieved from https://www.anrows.org.au/node/1971

Humphries, C. & Nicholson, D.  (2017): Multi-agency Triage Project:  Final Report. The University of Melbourne.

Mandel, D. (2009). Batterers in the lives of their Children. In Stark, Evan, and Eve Buzawa. Violence against 
women in families and relationships. Evan Stark & EVE BUZAWA. ABC-CLIO, 2009.

Mandel, D. & Rankin, H.  (2018). Working with Men as Parents: Becoming Father-Inclusive to Improve Child 
Welfare Outcomes in Domestic Violence Cases. Columbus, OH: Family and Youth Law Center, Capital University 
Law School.

Rothman, E. F., Mandel, D. G., & Silverman, J. G. (2007). Abusers’ Perceptions of the Effect of Their Intimate 
Partner Violence on Children. Violence Against Women, 13(11), 1179-1191.

Use of S&T Slides

The following slides can be used in briefings, presentations or training with permission and citation.  They 
should be used in a way which is consistent with the model – using the language from the ‘Glossary of Terms’ 
• Domestic violence informed continuum
• Principles
• Critical Components
• Multiple Pathways to Harm (can only be used in presentations only by people who have completed the

CORE Training)

Shared slides should include the S&T Copyright statement:  
© Copyright 2019 Safe & Together Institute. All rights reserved. Do not reproduce without permission.

If you are seeking to share slides please request permission using the website contact form.    We may share 
additional slides with you which outline the S&T Institute’s contact information, existing or new materials 
and upcoming local and international events. 

Use of S&T Handouts
The following handouts can be used:
• Domestic violence-informed continuum of practice
• Glossary of terms

https://safeandtogetherinstitute.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/04/AU_SOCIAL-WORK-JOURNAL_CASE-READING_2018.pdf
https://safeandtogetherinstitute.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/04/AU_SOCIAL-WORK-JOURNAL_CASE-READING_2018.pdf
 https://www.anrows.org.au/node/1971 
https://safeandtogetherinstitute.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/06/MAT-Final-Report_6Feb_2018-2.pdf
https://safeandtogetherinstitute.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/05/Batterers_and_the_Lives_of_Their_Children_Mandel.pdf
https://safeandtogetherinstitute.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/07/OH_FYLAW_Working-with-Men-as-Parents-Brief_July-2018.pdf
https://safeandtogetherinstitute.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/07/OH_FYLAW_Working-with-Men-as-Parents-Brief_July-2018.pdf
https://safeandtogetherinstitute.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/04/1077801207308260_AbusersPerceptions_RothmanMandelSilverman.pdf
https://safeandtogetherinstitute.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/04/1077801207308260_AbusersPerceptions_RothmanMandelSilverman.pdf
https://safeandtogetherinstitute.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/07/DOMESTIC-VIOLENCE-INFORMED-CONTINUUM-ONEPAGER.pdf
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Citation for Handouts is in the following format:
Mandel, D. (2015). Safe & Together Model: Domestic Violence Informed Continuum of Practice. Safe & 
Together Institute.

Mandel, D. (2019). Safe & Together Model: Glossary of Terms. Safe & Together Institute.

To access the handouts please contact us using the website contact form. 

S&T Practice Tools received during training are for use in relation to case practice. For example, the Mapping 
Perpetrators’ Pattern tool can be used in relation to specific cases:
• by individual workers
• during supervision
• in group case discussions
• during case consultations

Use of S&T Concepts and Terms

The S&TI institute has developed terminology that helps describe the Model and domestic violence-
informed practice. They are outlined in the Glossary of Terms. We respectfully request citation back to the 
S&TI for certain key terms within in the Glossary and that terms are used in line with the definitions within 
the document.  This includes:
• Safe & Together™ Model
• Perpetrator pattern-based approach
• Perpetration as a parenting choice
• Pivoting to the perpetrator
• Multiple pathways to harm
• Domestic violence-informed
• Domestic violence-destructive
• Domestic violence-neglectful
• Domestic violence pre-competent
• Domestic violence-competent
• Domestic violence proficient

Citation for Concepts and Terms is in the following format:
Mandel, D. (2019). Safe & Together Model: Glossary of Terms. Safe & Together Institute.

https://safeandtogetherinstitute.com/contact-us/
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S&T materials which cannot be used

Only Certified Trainers and Safe & Together Faculty can train on the material. Anything which is not 
explicitly stated above cannot be shared.  This includes:
• Any training videos including demonstrations of domestic violence-informed interviewing
• Any slides or handouts not explicitly identified above

S&T Practice Tools received during training are for case practice use only.  These tools cannot be used in 
training settings unless you are a Certified Trainer.

S&T e-learning  modules should only be accessed by the individual user. 
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